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\TEW-ENGL AND has formerly been a 
place famius for religion in general, and 
for family worſhip in particular ;. but of late, the 
neglect of this, as "well as of ocher religious duttes, 

. bas evidently been growing upon us ; which has 
cauſed much grief to pious fouls : yet T have not 
beard that any-diſcourſe has been publiſhed nþon 
ths ſubjett bere, theſe many years : And as there 
have lately heen numbers. remarkably awakened in 
fome parts of the land,. that were trained up in 
the neglett of family prayer, "who are ſtill at a 
hofs avout the ſeripture authority for the daily 
prattice thereof: Therefore the following conji- 
' derations, by the advice of friends, are humbly 


offered ta-the public, 
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---- That your Prayers be not bindred, 
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H E inſpired av! horof this epiſtle; | havin 
' ſpoken of the #ving fone, which is 
allowed indeed of men, but choſen of God, 
ard precieus; on whom the ſaints, as 
living flones, are built up a ſpirit Jy : 
and having ſhewn that tho' many ſtumbled, and took 
4 offence at this glorious rack, yet that heis x <f 
| 10 believers, who are a peculiar people 4 that th=y, 
. | fſhew forth the praiſes of him E* hath called ' her 
| of darkneſs into bis marvellous light : He then pro 
to lay down many inftruftions and exhortations: CON» 
 cerning a right behaviour in their ſeveral :earcume> 
| ſtances and relations ; and among the' reſt. he ſpeaks 
particularly to huſbands and wives, concerniflg how 
| they-onght to a&t towards each other'y awd git 
| this as a weighty conſideration to move- ther 
nght walk together, namely, That your praj 


_ 


. 


F not hindered; As if he had ſaid, © You are to main- 
* tain a conſtant trade of coming to that [ving fone , 
* and as you are:heads of a family, you are daily 50 
©*pradtice ſocial worſhip : But if relative duties are 
* neglected, and the adverſary can prevail to make a 
© breach between you, that will have a dreadful ten- 
* dency to hinder your daily united prayers.* For, 

_ that family prayer+ is here intended, I think is plain 
from this conſideration, viz. Injurious treatment, even 
from neat friends, is fo far from hindering pious 
ſouls from per/onal addrefles to the throne of grace, 
that it often makes them more forward and earneſt 
therein. In the prophet Mzicab's time, when corrup- 
tion had fo far prevailed, that no faithful friend was 
to be ſeen, and the caution is given, Keep the doors of 
thy mouth from ber that lieth in thy boſom ; and when 
a man's 'enemes ' were the men of bis own bouſe, then < 
'he ſays, Therefore 1 will look unto the Lord; I will 
wait for the God of my ſalvation : My God will bear 

- one. Micah vii. 5—#7. Thus you may ſee that the 

/11] behaviour of wife or family may excite, inſtead of 
hindering ſecret prayer. (David ſays, For my love, 
they are my adverſaries : But T give myſelf unto prayer. 
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Pſal. cix 4.) But there muſt: be agreement 1n order | 
 » for ſocial worſhip : From whence it appears plain 1 
that family prayer is here intended ; which I ſhall | 


attempt to ſay ſomething farther upon, in the fal- 
lowing manner : | 4 
I, 1 ſhall endeavour to-apen ſomething of the na- 
ture, of prayer in general, 
59 (8 ale theag ſome ſcripture evidences for the daily 
practige-of family prayer in particular, X 
Il. Labour to remove ſome hinderances that 
ſeem 


[5 + -- 
ſeem to lie in the way of this duty : Ang 
cloſe with addreſſes to ſeveral ſorts of perfons.-. 

T. I ſhall endeavour to open ſomething of ie n2- 
ture of prayer in general. 

And I conceive that prayer is the ſoul's a pproach 
to God through a glorious Mediator, by the affiſt- 
ance of the Holy Spirit, to preſent our ſupplic tio 
praiſes, &c. unto him. David calls it a ponring « 
our bearts before him. Pſal. Ixii. 8. Which may be FR 
fidered as comprehending the ſouP's exprefſin: 
views of him, its regards to him, its defires bio 
from him, and its returns of gratitude for {avours | 
received. Here obſerve, it is heart exerciſe. Many 
draw near with their mouths, while their hearty | are 
far from God : But the prophet ſays, With my.-Jeul 
have I defired thee in the night ; yea,with my ſpirit wwitÞ- 
in me will T ſeek thee early. "Iſai, xvi. g. And intrue 
porn the heart is poured out ; the inmoſt riefs, 

urdens and defires of the ſoul are laid open E 
God : Sins are confeſſed, wants and miſeries are pre- p” 
ſented, help is requeſted, arguments are uſed ot va- 
rious kinds ;* Petitions and requeſts are alſo brought 
for others, at home and abroad, in all places and re- 
lations: ' There is likewiſe in a right performance of » | 
this exerciſe, a ſelf dedication and ſurrender of ourall 
unto God : As in Pfal. cxix. 94. I am thine : Fave 
me, for [ have ſought thy precepts. See alſo lai. heiv. 

8, 9: Yea, the very nature of prayer implies in an | 

engagement to receive and improve what favours 

the Lord ſhall giant, to his glory, and in a way of 

conformity ty his wili. Hence the work of praiſe 1 1s 
twice calied by the iweet pſalmiſt of Tſrael, a paying 
bis vows, in Plal. cxvi. and in Pal. Ixi. 4, 557 854 be. 
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fays,7 will truf in the covert of thy wings, for theu, © 
God, baſt heard my vows. So will I ſing praiſe unto 
thy name faerever, that I may daily perform my vows. 
Here take good notice, that this duty was not to be 
formed / only once in. a year, month or a week ; 
W it was his daily exerciſe ; which leads me, 
II. To produce ſome ſcripture evidences for the 
daily praCice'of family prayer in particular. 
—- And the firſt ſhall be taken from our. relation--t0 
” God as his children, 
He is. the father of all Reſh, as he gave them their 
- exiſtence, and gives all their evjoyments : And he 
3s the covenant-father in JeſusChriſt,to all regenerate 
- fouls, Now children, eſpecially lictle ones, as ſaints 
are often called, F are bound both by duty and in- 
Clination very often to. come to their parents : And 
as, it is not their buſineſs to provide for thernſelves, 
or to be anxious abour their future ſupport, but to 
come to their parents for whatever they need z/ ſv it 
3s their duty, daily to come for inſtruftions about 
- what they. ſhould do, and faithfully to obſerve the 
ſame. And how loudly does this ſpeak forth the im- 
Portance of daily prayer ? ' Hence, as our Saviour 
Hath informed us that our Father knows what we 
need ; fo he has taught us to pray aft-r this manner, 
.Our Father which art in heaven. + Which words have 
been very jultly expounded as a leffon that '* teach- 
,* eth us to. draw near to God with all holy reverence 
 and-confidence, as children to a father, able and 
* ready to help us, and that we ſhould pray with and 
© for others.* And that he intended we ſhould.come 
in 


$ Maith. xviii. 3. John xii. 43. r Joh. i..4, 12; 13. 2nd 
i. 4. and v. 21, + Matth. vi. g—13. 
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in his manner unto our heavenly father, every day; 
eppentil exceeding plain from the fourth petition, 
which is, Give #s THIS DAY car daily bread ;* For 
as bread (take it in a' natural or ſpiritual ſenſey* 
what we need every day, and as it 13 /Þz «living God 
who giveth us richly all things to enjoy ;, * ſo wes tan 
we do leſs than to aſk him for what we need, and 
give him thanks for what we receive ? Chrift does 
not ſay, give us this week, or this year, but give us 
this day our daily bread:—And tho* the father of car 
ſpirits needs no information about our cafe,yet he vil 
be enquired of * by us : He will have us own our 
dependance on him, and our obligations to hitn. 
And as we have: not only perſonal, bur alfo famil 
neceſſities and mercies, and as we are taught to fa 
Our father, give us this day our daily bread, I think 
the evidence appears very clear from hence for th 
daily practice of family worſhip. E EL 
2. The ſpiritual prieſthood of the ſaints will afforc 
farther-evidence for this dnty. Qur apoftle in chap. 
ii. 5, 9. calls them @ Þoly, and a reyal priefiboad:: 
And John ſtiles them kings and-prizfts nnto Ged. Rex. 
i. 6. Now the main buſineſs of the priefts wayt> 
miniſter in God's fanfuary, and offer lacrifice upon 
His altar. Deut. xxXiii. ro. The high prieſt was an 
eminent type of Jeſus Chriſt, who is now entered, 
not into the holy places made with bands, which ares: 
Figures of the true ; but into heaven itleff, now to apes 
wm the preſence of God for us. Heb. ix. 24. AW th 
$99 facrifices of atonement pointed ont that one 
np, by ' which he hath perfePed foreter them that 
= ſonnifeed Heb. x. 14, He alone has at; 


® 1 Tim. vi. 27. + Ezek. xxxvi. 37. 
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for all our ſins + But their thank- offerings and free- 
will-offerings were a figure of the gracious exerciſes 
of the ſaints. It is their reaſonable ſervice to preſent 
their badies a living ſacrifice, holy and acceptable 10 Ged, 
Rom. xii. 1:. And their liberality is called, ax odour 
of a feweet ſmell, a ſacrifice acceptable, well-pleaſing to 
Ged. Phil. iv. 18. Heb. xiii. 16. Tho' what comes 
more dire&ly to our preſent purpoſe, is that their 
prayers and praiſes . are, ſo called. David under- 
Fond them ſo in his day -: Let my prayer (lays he) be 
fet forth fore thee as incenſe ;, and the liſting up of my 
bands as the evening ſacrifire. | Plal. \cxli. 2, And 
Joho ſpeaks repeatedly of odours and incenſe which 
came with the prayers of the ſaints. Rev. v. 8. and 
Vil. 3, 4. Thoſe ſacrifices were to be-pretented, at 
God's: altar, which ſanified the-gift : Hence the 
facred writer to the Hebrews, in explaining and im- 
proving the ſpiritual deſign of thoſe ancient cere- 
onies, ſays,, We have an altar whereof they have no 
right to eat, which ſerve the tabernacle. Heb. xiii; 10. 
2. c- They that ſtill held to the ſhadow when the 
ſubſtance was come, by their unbelief excluded them- 
ſelves f-om the benefits of this glorious altar, from 
whence the prayers of all ſaints aſcend up before 
God... The inſpired penman having mentioned the 
Place. and way | of coming, proceeds to our duty in 
relation thereto. By him therefore (lays he) let us 
offer the ſacrifice of praiſe to God continually, that is the 
Fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his name. Ver, 15. 
.., Now as he was writing to the Hebrews, there is 


, abundant. reaſon to conclude that in this he has-a 


| particular reference .tO their mornng and evening [a> 
crifice : 


ww _ ___— 


(or }! 


crifice + "for in. the firſta ppointment leg 
were told that it was what they ſhould offer upon the 


altar by day continually ;\ and that it ſhoukb be a 
continual oarnt-off-ring throughout their generations. 
Exod. XX!2. 38, 42. And it is afterwards calig the 
continual burnt offering, no leſs than ten timesn'two. 
chapters® How clear; then,” does'the evidehec ap- 
pear,that the command-to'offer the ſacrifice:of praiſe 
to God continually, intends that chriſtians ſhouldibeas , 
conſtant in their offerings of praiſe as the Jews were 
in their morning and evening facrifice ? C 
It might/be farther obſerved, that the word: Tontts 
meally, is repeatedly explained by Zatahy to mean 
ſame as every day: ai. li.19. and lit. g. And/itis' ue 
in three places in ſcripturefor perſons daily diet.:David 
ſaid to Mephiboſheth, Thou ſhalt eat bread at my table 
continually, 2 Sam. ix. 7. (See alſo 2 King. xxv- 
29. Jer. lij. 33.) with which compare: Plally. 1 17. 
Evening and morning; and at \noon, willF pray 
aloud, end be ſhall hear my wvaice : By which it ap 
that his addreſſes ro God, "were as frequent. and 
{tant as his ſtated meals : and that-was according to 
the divine command in Deut;: viiiz- ro- When thou 
haſt eaten; and art full, then thou ſhalt bleſs" tbe _ 
thy God, for ' the good land which be bath given 
And-the cuſtom of looking 10 God for a ns 
their food' was'fo well known in Sanmel's tink, - that 
the young” maidens that Saul and his ſervant'met; could 
tell them concerning SamyePs going -up'to the ſacri- 
fice (or feaſt; as the margin reads it) hat The people 
will' not 'eat- #ntil be come, becauſe be doth; bleſs the _y 
fice, and afterwards they eat that be biaden. 1 $am ix. 
13. Which coſta we-haye ſo fly confirmed 4 
B | bLFv tne 


* Numb. xxviii. 3, 6, 10, 15, 24, gs. XXiX.11, 16,1 19, 232. 
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the example of our Lord and Maſter, that we have 
/ the accounts of his pradiling of it, mentioned in no 
leſs than ſeven places by the evangeliſts ;*: and the 
apoſtle Pau-not only imitated this example of his 
divine maſter, but alſo declares,that the meats which 
ſeducers would command men to-abſtain from, God 
hath created to be receroved with thankſgiving of them 
which believe and know the truth : for (lays he) every 
creature of God is pood, and nothing to be refuſed, if it 
be received with thankſgiving : for it is ſandified by the 
word of God, and prayer. 1 Tim. iv. 3—5. What 
can be'plainer than this is to ſhew that we ought to 
{carry prayer to God that he would /en#i/y our 
ood to: us when we partake of it, and give thanks to 
him for it. Nay the :lJanguage of the text plainly 
ſhews that we have no right to receive the good crea- 
ture without /bankſgrving : for the apoſtle holds forth 
thatGodcreated them forthat end,namely,to be received 
with thankſgiving : and he ſays, that nothing is to be 
"refuſed, 1x. it be received with thankſgiving : q. d. They 
are all:God's creatures, and we have no right to any 
.of them without leave : well they are ſan#ified by the 
word of God and prayer ; '1. e. the word gives us war- 
rant to receive them in the way of prayer for a bleſſing 
on: them, and thankſgiving ihe them: 3 and in_no'o- 
"ther way. : For if we take them without this, what 
'do we better than! pilfering or robbing; as God 
charged the Jews with doing of old, Ze have robbed 
me, even this whole nation, therefore they had a curſe e- 
. ven on their bleſſings, becauſe they would not lay it to heart 
to: give glory\ta God's name. Mal, 1i. 2. and ini.. g. 
© Matth. xiv, 19. and xv. 36. ' Mar, vi, 41, and viii. 6, 7. 
Luke ix. 16, John vi. 11, 23. [| As xxvii. 35. 


of for that for which I give thinks ?'And then 
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This duty was ſo well known in the primides times 
of chriſtianity, that Paul founds his argumext upon 
It, and gives it as a good reaſon why the weekbelie- 
ver,” who {till thought ſome meats to be yticlean, 
ſhould 'not judge him that believed they were'clean, 
and ſo partook of them, viz, becauſe, _ he that eateth, 
eateth to the Lord, for be giveth God thanks, Rom. XIV. 
6. By which it is plain that he did not ſuppoſe: that 
any believer would cat of God's good creatur;ywi 
outgiving him thanks. 'To the ſame purpoſe hglpe: 
to the Corintbians,when he aſks, by am Tepitſp 


command, Whether therefore ye eat, or drink; oh obat- 


ſoewer ye do, do all to the gloryof God. 1 Cor, x:.30, 3t. 


Shouſd any Giy,that we may givethanks in our hearts, 
when it is not openly expreſſed, I readily grans It; z yer 
where'a number' make a meal together; © t0f the 
abundance of the heart the mouth ought ro. ik; 

and they muſt have ſtrange notions indeed, '& 


hold: that all theſe ſcripture inſtructions and'exam- 


ples refer only to the ſecret exerciſes of the Heart ! 
Thus by the way I thouzhr it proper'to ſax; ſome- 
thing-concerning the right "1 manner 'of receiying our 
food." "Our 4 
3. Evidence for” family 'prayer, ſhall'be 
from ancient ' example. © The Patriarch _—_ 
when he was called of God out of his own 
into the knd of Canaan ; his heavenly Fiend fiſt ap t ap: 
peared to him in the plain'of 'Moreb, and the 
builded an altar to him. Fhen' he removedito the 
Eaft of 'Bethe!, and there built another, and ca; 7 
the wame "of the Lord.” The like he did ac Hebron : 
and fo did mo at Beerſheba, and Jacob, botti at fk 
- . TC 


Ly 
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chem, and: Bethel. + Thus theſe: three eminent fathers, 
as they removed from. place. to place, in . the "3576 
where.they pitched their tents, and where, their tami- 
hes dwelt, there, they erected. altars, and called.,on 
the name of the -Lord.:;; which ſpeaks, forth family 
prayer. ſtrongly, indeed. , And | that - David did the 
like, ſeems to be clear from Plal:: cxli. 2. $0 did our 
Lord with his diſciples. Luk, xi,.1. 'Fheſe are ſome 
of the ooifeps of the flock, which we arc directed to go 
fart 6y.. Sol. Song. i. 8: To which we may add, 
:4- That many poſitive. precepts, which we have 
in the New-Teſtament, plainly.include family prayer; 
ſuch as that, Pray. without cea/mg ©: in every thing 
give thanks; for. this is the will 'of God im Chriſt Zeſus, 
concerning you. 1 Thel, v. 17, 18., And that in Eph. 
VL 18. Praying always with @l/ prayer and ſupplication 
in. the ſpirit, aud. watching thereunto, with all perſe- 
verance, and ſuppucation for all /aints.., None will lup- 
pole that to prey without. cea/eng, and to, pray always, 
intends that we ſhould do. nothing, 'elſe but, pray:; 
yet ſurely itimplies the daily praftice thereof : And 
we are here expreſly requixed . to give thanks, nor. 
only for-ſome things, or upon ſome-occalions, but iz: 
every thing ; which muſt include family favours as 
well as others : yea, we are commanded to pray a/- 
ways with all prayer ; and whodare ſay, that all prayer 
does.not intend family, prayer, as well as that which 
1s ſecret, and that which. is. public ?, And theſe du- 
ties are to be obſerved, . not only for a ſeaſon. ; but 
we are required. to ,wetch thereunto with. all per/e- 
verance. Other paſlages might be mentioned to the 
ſame purpoſe ; but I ſhall omit them, and haſten to 
obſerve, | 5  ', 5: And 


+ Gen, xii. 7, $. and xiii. 18. and xxxiii. 20. and xxxv. 7. 
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| 5. And laſtly, That this exerciſe is 02 character 
: ge > 2 Arey diſtinguiſhe {; fre 
| others,: - When the: prophet Jeremiah wauld diftin= | © 
guiſh the Heathen, which knew not Godytfrom his 
people, -he marks them out by. this, - that they were 
families that called not on God's name. Jergx. 2.5.0. 
Here Jet none miſlake, and think that'#n external 
obſervation of this duty is enough: Mn may GO 
that, and yet be in a miſerable ſtate-: bi:it 1 is with 
this, -a3- it-is_ with morality ; though a 5 
have outward morality without ſaving gc 
immoral man is a wicked man: :- So her&they- 
pray in their families and cloſets too, whoſe hearts 
are not right with God ; but prayerleſs gamili 
called heathen families. is 
Thus I have touched upon ſome of che: evidences 
from ſcripture, that we have for this prattc ce, which 
are fo-plain, that it may well ſeem ſtrange that any, 
-who hold'to the ſcriptures, ſhould -neglegt it 5- bur 
fince mary do, I ſhall proceed, "ad 


IH.-To labour to remove ſome hinderances-that 
ſeem to-lie in the way ot this duty. - Ang,- oy 
Firſt, I have known:ſome who! would; allow that 


fagily prayer was a good cuſtom enough, but deni- 

ed there being any command for it; 1 Byt/if Chriſt 
has required us. to-come with the langue-ge of Our 
father, to aſk that he would give us this dayour 


daily bread, which ſo ſtrongly implies thatfwe ſhould 
come-thus every day ; and if we are commanded 


ts. 
et 
= 


word is ſo often wſed for the-m and 
ſacrifice ; and if Abraham; ; ue and 7 cob, 
ced calling on the name of the: Lord,: wheze 
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families dwelt ; if David, and alſo Chriſt himaſelf did 
thelike ;1 are we-commanded to pray akoay,' with al! 
-prayer, and are huſbands and wives required to walk 
{o together-that their prayers may: not be: hindered ; 
and/have we 'fo many'/precepts and examples for this 
exerciſe at meal-times ; and are ſuch called heathen 
families, thar call not on God's name,'(as has been 
proved above) what would mortals| deſire mote to 
prove to them that Godsrequires them thus to prac- 
tice ?- Should any:(to evade the force of ithis reaſon- 
ing) ſay, That theſe prieſts; altars and' facritices that 
have been ſo ofcen mentioned, refer\to'old Ferpihh ce- 
remonies, that have'been long out of date : ' In 're- 
' ply, 1 would defire to aſk ſuch perſons a few queſti- 
Ons. Were not thoſe ancient ceremonies of God's 
appointment ?.- And hadhe not ſome wiſe deſign 
therein * Were they not ſhadows of good things tb 
ky come'? Yea, and were' theyinot a part of the for 
tures that were written for our {earning.? Where is the 
_ chriſtian that dare deny theſe things? Surely then, 
inſtead of diſregarding of them,»weought'to give the 
more earneſt heed 10 theſe things whi zh were firſt re- 
preſented by ſuch -lively-figures;-and that have been 
4o clearly explained tous in the:new-reſtament. But, 
-11TÞ ſhall:come; ſecondly, to tharwhich'I take tobe 
'the greateſt hinderance of this duty, and that is, the 
[| "want of a fram? and inclination for it. © ** Prayer (fay 
WW many) "(hould be heart exerciſe, and when the //a- 
| (elites hearts were not right 'with God, their prayers were 
looked upon'as flatteries and lies.”  PhalL Ixxviii. 26, 
737- Burt 18:1t-notftrange that thoſe finners crimes are 
-now-brought for others excuſe ? They refuſed to walk 
'in God's faw;;. and inſtead of taking a thankful -no- 
eniliin | tice 
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tice of 'his\dealings, they: forgot bis wp ich 
wonders that he had ſbewed - them. Vers 
And inſtead of ſeeking to him for their fo thay 
rather queſtioned whether he was able to fours chem 
or not-: they ſaid, Can Ged furniſh a table 
dermeſs ? ver. 19. And when he had-given. tiz4 
dantevidence of his power and goodneſs,anxtalſo ſome 
awful rebukes for their wicketnelſs:;yet; Air: all this, 
they ſinned ſtill : and believed not \for'all big 4 ondrous 
works. Ver.. 32. They ſtood it out *cill depth ſtared 
them in the tace, and then they would pre ben 
he flew them, then they ſought him. Ver: 34. his is 
old way that wicked men have. trodden, i; 
ſoul, doſt thou chule | their-path !-'F hey;xh 
would not mock God while they thought 'Fagy could 
do without him : no, then they turned the hack un- 
to him, and not their face : bit in the time af bei 


ble, they will ſay, Ariſe and ſave us 1: Jer $5 27. 


One'dreadtulingredie _ in this excuſe, i making 


our own/ inclination, inſtead of 'the diving precept, 
our rule : for though the command-1s to ##! 

with all prayer, yet the import of this & 
© Becauſe I have not an inclination to ſuch!s [2xcrciſes, 
therefore I am excuſed: from regarding.ti 
Horrid- excuſe with a-witneſs,!,, , Yet, horrid, 
a great \dea] of -pains+has - been+»{taker 4! 
it up, ſo that its odiouſneſs may not appear, 
will plead that ſaints are” called to liberty; z; but that 


to pray. when they have not freedom-of cid. for i to 


would 'be to work under a yoke of bong@ge : but 
ſuch greatly miſtake the nature of the ſaints 1 

a. great part of which, is their open. acceſs 2 the Fa* 
ther, through. Jeſus Chriſt, in. all-their Wiints.. Eph. 


The ul, 18. 
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i. x8. Heb. iv. 16. David:cries out, 'O thou that 
beareft prayer, unto thee ſhall all fleſh come. Iniquities 
prevail againſt me : as for our tranſgreſſions, thou ſhall 
purge them away. Pſal. Ixv. 2, 3. Here note well, 
that what many bring as an <xcule to keep away, he 
takes as an errand to come upon : q. d;/ © I find 
* rifingcorruptions, and wrong di.pofitions to- be too 
+ ſtrong for me; theretore I'come to tice, who art 
* able and ready, both to pardon, and alſo tofubdue 
* thern all.*  ' Our Saviour often bids us watch and 
that we enter not into temptation : but this ex- 
cuſe' would rather teach us to yield to:temptation, e- 
ven when we are drawn away of our own luſts, and 
enticed. F - Little 'do many ſee: where this would lead 
them to, * | 
Others will plead that this - inſiſting upon daily 
prayer, will build people up upon works. Bur to 
/ this, it may- be replied, that though there is a great 
propenſity - in/ mankind, like the Phariſce, to bring 
in an account of what they have done ; and like the 
/ Jews of old, to think to-exa# of God, pay for all 
their /abowy ; {| yer the true nature of prayer, is di- 
| rectly 
73 See alſo Micahvvii. 19, & 1 Joh. i-g. + Jam. 1. 145 


® T once met with a man who ſoon began to talk of the great 
liberty that he ſaid ſaints were coming into, aad not to go 

'On In ſuch bondage as.they uſed. to do,.that they-mult pray 

in their families night and morning, let them feel how 

/ they would : bat ſaid he, « When I per up in the morn- 
< ing, if 1 feel a ſpirit of prayer, 1 will pray in my family ; 
* if not, God does not. call me: to pray then, &c.” and fo 
Fpake, much about /iber/y, which ſoon brought co my mind 
Nat paſſage in.2 Pct, #, 19. And it was not long after, 
_ before that /jb-x/y lead him into baſe company, and'to 
Swear, cheat and lie, and hebecame one of the worſt of men. 


| Luk. xviii. Iſai, lvii. 3+ 
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01S I: 
rely contrary-to any ſuch thing. Prayep $ ; for a 
needy creature to come to God for what5* wants, 
and thank him for whart it receives : and ſunly there 
13 a great difference between a guilty or m.#erable 
creature that comes to beg for pardon and heip,and a 
merchant thar comes with his'goods'to irade fer more. 
1 hebeggar,the more deſtitute he finds himſelf tzemore 
earneſtand inceffant are his cries : but the ra nit his 
goods fail, he draws off *till he can get mores! And 
Mary ſays, that the Lord hath filled the bunggy with 
good things, and the rich be bath ſent empty away. Luk. 
1. 53. Hence it appears that this very plea fprings 
from a proud, fſelt- righteous diſpoſition. It implies 
as much as this, that it I: feel in a good fi ame of 
mind, and have ſomething that is good te bring, 
then I-will come, and it nor, I will ſtay away. David 
o :ce got into. ſuch a frame that he keps /ilenes, *rill 
Ged's hand” was ſo heavy upon him-that h$ could 
hold in” no longer; then he confeT-drhis trariſgreſſi- . 
ons, | and "the Lord forgave his ſins: and heradds, 
for this ſhall every one that is gid!ly, pray unto bir. Pal. 
xxxii. 36, But leaſt any ſhould imagine that this 
was the right way to hold in *rill they were hus Q= 
verpowered, i he proceeds to ſay, I will inſira'7 thee, 
teach thee in the way which thou ſhalt g0'$, 2] will 
ouide thee” with mine eye : be ye not as the bot: 
the mule, which have no underſtanding : whoſe mot 'b muſb 
be teld in with bit and tridle, ver. $8, 9g. Which:|Mainly 
ſhews that this keeping fence, and holcing tack ll 
we are overcome, 'is acting more like tiupid beaſts, 
than like rational ſouls, who have a father in: Hizaven, 
who 'isable and ready to ſupply all our wants ;.. The 
regard that he ſhews to = prayer of the deſtiry te,and 
44 © 
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to the cry of the publican, may well enconrage-nee- 
dy creatures to come to:him, Pſal; cri. 17; Luk. 
XVIl. 13, 14- 


A juſt view of our ſtanding before God, and of 


our obligations to him, would {Hence a thouſand ſuch 
objeCtions : for we cannot ve, move, nor draw a 
breath without him, whether we acknowledge it cr 
not ; and-all things are naked, and apenied unto his eyes.* 
He \ees when we turn to him, the back and not the 
face, and takes notice of ſuch as 2w#ll not frame thiry 
doings to "turn unto him,'who yet in their afflifti- 
on will ſeth him early, and in "their trouble will 
fay, Ariſe and ſaveus.F How ſoon would a uſt 
fightof this, make any ſoul cry out, God be merciful 
to me a fimner | And it he grants pardoh, or-a difpo- 
ſition and ability to pertorm any duty aright, as all 
is received from God, fo we'owe all to him, and are 
fill deeper "involved in the debt of love by all that 
we thus receive or do : what then have we to boaſt 
of, or truſt in of 'our 'own ? Theſe things are ſet in 
a Yery moving light in the behayiour- of that pious 
king that we have often had recourfſeto before. When 
he had made vaſt preparations for the temple of God, 
out of his own proper goods, and had' moved the el- 
ders of #ael to-do the like, ſo that they had calle&- 
ed as much gold and ſilver as is computed: at about 
thirty million ſterling,$ beſides other\materials ;yea, 
and had done it joytully and willingly too : yet, at 
what a diſtance he was from thinking that -God was 
indebted » him for all this, you may fee-in-his lan- 
guage before a great afſembly of! people. *' Thrive 
Gyr w,0 0K, is the greatneſs, and the power, 
| oe _ *-and 
* Heb. iv. 13. t Jer ii. 27. Hoſ. iv. 15, 


$ See the margin of Canne bible, at the place. 


— 
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and the glory, and the vittory, and the | hillenty 
for all that isinthe heaven, and in the eart y iS thine ; 
thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and hou att exalted 
as head above all. Both riches and hongur come 
of thee, and 1hou reigneft over all, and'in thine hand 
1 power and might, and in 7hire hand nt is to make 
great, and to'give firength anto all. Now, there- 
fore, our Ga we thank bee, and praife toy glori- 
ous name, But who'am I, and what is mY'Þ | a 
that we ſhould be- able to offer fo willinjtly- atter 
this fort ? For all things come of thee, an&or thine 
own have we given thee. We are ſtrangets before 
thee, and ſojourners, all this ſtore thatewe have 
prepared, cometh of —_ hand, and is all thize 
own.” 1 Chron. xxix. 16. F 
Here it might be ice while to compare this 
with-the language of the proud king of Babyz, and. 
proud Phariſee of Jeruſalem ; the firſt of with ſays, 
* Is not this great Babylon, that I have buile.for the 
* houle of the kingdom, by the nin of my power, 
* and for the honour of my majeſty ?* . AnEFthe 0- 
ther prayer is, © God I thank thee, that I am not as 
« other men are, I faſt twice in the week, I give 
* tithes of all that' T poffefs.” Dan. iv, 36, Luk. 
XViii: It, 12, Mark well the difference ; age uſes 
the ambirious pronouns I and my, three time3, 
way that aſcribes all temporal things to /e/f, 
the mention of God's name in the affair : theather, 
after juſt mentioning the divine vame once, Has the 
great Tover as often with relation to his religions ex- 
erciſes ; while this king of 7ae! out-does them both 
on the other hand, yea, more than double x. for he 
makes ule of the terms, hine, thou, thee and” iy, no 
bs 
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leſs than ſixteen times in this paſſage, in a-ſenſe that 
aſcribes all his enjoyments and pertormances to God, 
both temporal and ſpiritual : yea he ſpeaks of it with 
thankful wonder, that they ſhould be ble to bffer fo 
_  willingly,as well as that they ſhould be allowed to han- 
dle ſo many ct their maſter's goods,,and lay them at 
his feet ; for, ſays he, of thine own have 1e given thee. 
T his is a pattern worthy of our moſt conſtant regard. 
It is ignorance of God, and keeping at a diſtance 
from him,thatpromotes ſclf-righteous conceits, which 
all vaniſh when we come near to him, - When 7e6 
had wandered from his God, he was greatly enſnared 
with a ſelf-juſtifying diſpoſition : . when: he- wzs bro't 
near to him, he ſays, [ abbor myſelf, and repent in duft 
and aſhes. Jo) xli. 6. , 

Other hinderances I ſhall have occaſion to. ſpeak 
of in my -addreſT-s to ſeveral forts of perſons,to which 
I now proceed. And, 

,/ 1. To heads of families who negleCt the, daily 
practice of fathily worſhip. 

Dear Sirs,will you permit an unworthy inſtrument, 
to aſk you a few ſcrious queſtions about this mat+ 
ter ? As, 

.., 1. Is this neglet becauſe you ſee no warrant for 
this duty ? If fo, pray then review the caſe again, 
and in the fear of God, ſearch his word, and canſi- 
* . der well if there is not as plain evidence for it, both 
by precept and example, as there is for almoſt any 
point of chriſtian praftice. And conſider alſo, if it is 
not our reaſonable ſervice, that we ſhould ſeek the Lord, 
and that daily, ſince it is in» him we live, move, and 
have our being ; Þ yea, and whether ſuch as negleCt it, 

| don't 


t AR. 27, 28; 


( 2r ] 
don't a&t more abſurdly than irrational #nima 
for we are told, that the young lions roar after threr prey, 
and ſeek their meat ſrom Goa : and that; He:yp 
the beaſk bis food, and the young ravens that Ge Ph 
"mo 21. and cx)vii. 9. - Or, Ht 
. Is your negle&t owing to a want of a diff 
to fuch exerciſes ? Surely the thought of rhat-migt 
well alarm'thy ſoul 3 for 1he wrath of God if xevealed 
from heaven againſt all ungodiineſs, and urrigctwuſneſs 
of men,twho bold the truth in Pry It 4 great 
truth, that God is a ſpirit, and. is to w 1:-=3.4 : 
ſpiricually yet this truth is held in mere OH 
while it is held as an'excuſe from our daily © 
ledgements of his favours : for (lays the apufie) the 
invi// 7 ble things of him from the creation of the ua, are 
clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the things that dig made, 
even his eternal power, and Ged-b:ad ;, ſo thati*hey are 
without excuſe : _ that when they knew Ged, they 


FUL. Rom. i. 18, vi 21, And the following part 
of the chapter, ſhews, that for this cauſe the? 
given up | to the moſt amazing blindneſs, ang 
abominations that mortals ever knew, "Or,; 

3. Doſt thou alledge-the ill bchaviour of /a3) 
practice family prayer, as an excuſe for thine regleft, 
as I have known ſome to. do ? Methinks thau wilt 
be aſhamed, in open daily light, to ſtand in|$4is one 
minute. Whos ever acted more abominably;-about 
prayer, than the Phariſees ? Yer how far wis that 
from hindering the abundant praftice of it by:Chrilt 
and his followers ? | $2 

4. Is this negle&t cauſed by things being;out of » 
order in-thy family ? O then reit not withots hav- 


b$b3 Ing 
hay 5 


\, 


t 22 } 


ing thoſe diforders rectified : for a family that will not 
admit.of the worſhip of God in it, mult be a dread- 
ful place 3 and one may; juſtly ſay of it, as Jace did 
af Siege Levi; O'my /orl, come mot thou into their 
ſecret : unto ſuch a family ,mine honour be not thou united. 
Foſous's reſolution with regard to himfelf and family, 
deſerves our warmeſt regard. 4s for me and my houſe 
we twill ferwe the Lord. Jolh. xxiv. 1g. Nor is Da- 
- vid's-example tefs worthy of notice. When he ſer up 
houſeskeeping.nſtead of letting in vanity and m_ 
ty as many-do,ke invitesGod home with him, ſayin 
Q when wilt ' thou come unto me'? F will walk 4040 
my bouſe with a\perfeft heart : 1 will fet no wicked thing 
before mane eyes, Plal, ci, 2, 9. But doft thou fay, 1 
have no gracious perſons in my houſe to join with 
me? Fhat is indeed a forrowtut cafe; yet, as our 
warrant for ſacial worſhip: d<pends not on our cer- 
tainly knowing that we have gracious fouls preſent 
with us, and as all are God's creatures, who are un- 
der manifold obligations 'to- acknowledge him, we 
may boldly come to the throne of grace, where the 
general aſſembly of the firſt born, which are writ- 
ten in heaven, all meer z -and may there preſent our 
jy and requeſts. Heb. iv. 16, and xii. 22-—24. 
.\ 5. Doany excuſe themſelves becauſe' of the ſmall- 
__ of their gifts ? I would only aſk fuch, whether 
that prevented them from coming in their childhood 
_ to their earthly parents for what chey wanted ? if 
not, then why ſhould it hinder us from coming to 
him who knoweth what we have need of before we 
aſk him ? Mar. vi. 8. 

Before I take my lea ze of you who profeſs religion, 
and yet neglet the daily practice. of ſocial MP; 
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1 would earneſtly defire you to viewthe idelfifien- 
cy that there is between your profeſſion and pre 
It is -generally allowed, "Big a leading 4T; 
profeſſion of chriſtianity, i is the ordinance vi-bapti 
notwithſtanding men 's different judgments: abanthe 
time and/manner of lininiftering _ it. \ Andithoſe 
who hold to infant baptiſm, often bring this:;as '2 
great argument therefor, viz. \ That their clgidren 
will be beathens it they are not baptized : 'while 
' Others catr hardly look upon any! tobe chriflimerahat 
have not bren baptized by immerſion. Now, rea» 
der, art thou of either of theſe ſentiments, whaz/ton» 
fiſtency canithere be between thy profeflion:and-thy 
conduct ? If of the former, then how canſt -zhou 
prove that thy family are chriſtians, when theychave 
the very' badge of heatheniſm thrarthe CprophecCitin: | 
guiſhes them by ? And it thou-art'o the lateerfon- 
riment, how can thy character be any better ſecured, 
while ſo important an article-of chriſtian 'bely#bo 
is neglected. Baptiſm is a putting on Chriſt, .amnd{ 
_ an engagement-to walk in newneſs of life. "WK 
. Bur 'if we think that one aft; without Yving 
fach: a life, will anfwer, ſhall find ourſelves. yy 
miſtaken. No doubt bur-rhou wilt:find'thatirai 
outward difficulties, and inward ft rupgles'wil! 3 
againſt prayer, as well-as other duties: but-if,you 
will negle&.them becauſe of that, T leave you da 
fſwer it tothim; who has ſaid. Wboforver doth not bear 
his croſs, and come after me, CANNOT be my-Gi&Tp8. 
Luk. xiv: 27. "Si 
H. Fwould tay: a fore words to:'themtha 
family worſhip : and my addreſs to you Þe 
way of advice/ and exhortation. : - And, 2g: 
1; Reſt 
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- 2: Reſt not in the mere external performances of 


- * this duty, [James tells us that while many” receive 


not, becauſe they aſk not ; others aſk, and receive 
not; becauſe they aſk amiſs, that they may conſume 
itupon theirlufts ; and he ſays, God re/iteth the proud, 
but giveth grace unto the humble. And among other 
things which he advances on this ſubje&, he brings 
in the example of "E/ias, who though a man of like 
paſſions with us, yet he prayed earnefty, and he re- 
peatedly obtained his requeſt. He prayed earneſtly, 
or as it isin the margin, He prayed in his prayer. Jam. 
w. 2, 3, 6. and v. 17, 18. So, my friends, it we 
pray in our prayers, we ſhall find it not to be in 
vain. 

- -2, Take good heed to your walk. Obedient chil- 
dren will come to their parents, not only for food, 
but for inſtruction about what they -ſhould do, and 
will be as much concerned to obey their commands, 
as to Obtain their help. So ſays our apoſtle, As obe- 
dient children, not faſhioning yourſelves according to the 
former luſts 1n your ignorance : but as be which hath 
-called you is boly, ſo be ye holy in all manner of converſa- 
fion. And as many are ready to catch hold of any 
evil | behaviour that they can diſcover in any who 
profefs-this, as well-as ether duties of religion, that 
they neglect, as an excuſe for them : So he tells us, 
t-is the wwill of God, that with well-doing, ye put to fi- 


\Y 


lence the ignorance of fooliſh men, 1 Pet. i. 14; 15. 


and. 1i. 15, 

3. Content not thy ſelf with family prayer alone. 

”- Weare to pray always with all prayer, and watch 
-thereunto with all perſeverance. Therefore, 

4. Beware of turning back from theſe ways ; for 


if 


by —————_—— 


ſtrange god be .in thee ;. 1 am the Lord thy God i 
ſaid, '*. Thou haſt, found me to be. a God. hewrin, 


.. us from evil! My 


- what I have at preſent to ſay,to ſuch is, learn the:im- 


L265. 


if any man draw back, Chriſt's ſoul will have n&Þ% 
ſure in him : which is ſet,in a very ſtriking ligts. in 


the 81ſt Pſalm, where God reminds his people 'v$the 
wonders which he had done: for them, and {ays;'E9q 
calledſt in trouble, and 1 delivered thee, —— Hear, (3m 
people, and I will teſtify unto thee :———T here ſhe 


open thy, mouth wide and 1 will fill it. Asif hi 


« prayer, and I am ever the ſame; therefore xega 
* no others, but open thy mouth wide, enlarge thy 
< deſwes to me _as-much 2s. thou wilt, and I Wi, All 
* them.” ,. But. ipſtead of continuing their regatg to 
him, he goes on to ſay, my people would net hearizm to 
my voice : and Jjrael would none, of me ;, ſo 1 gave ahem 
up unto their own hearts luſts ; and they walked ingh 4 
-be / 2B 


own counſels. v. 7,12... O tremendous caſe |! SY 
given up, to.one's hearts luſts is one of the gre: 


- 


judgments-on this:ſide of hell. What necd; have! 
then to cry daily, /cads not into temptation, but der 


F. 


[II. Addreſs ſhall be to young perſons. 3igd b 


portance of ſetting out, as.wellas travelling throjtgh 
the world with God., - This was the way that the F+*ſt 
man took who got to. heaven withour ſeeing death? 
And this is the command of our. divine Lord, See? 
FIRST the kingdom of God, and his righteouſneſs, #2d 
all theſe things ſhall be added unto you. Matth. vi. 28. 
To the ſame purpoſe is the language of. David,.:to 
you ; Come, ſays he, ye children, bearken unto me, I: zxll 
teach you. the fear of the Lord, What man is be ipat 
defereth life,'and loveth many days, that he may ago ? 


* Gen. V, 24. 


- 
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from evil, &c. Pla. xxxXiv, Tt, 12, Take 
heed, dear youth ! you are (called 'npon from two 
very different ' quarters : Satan promiſes you the 
Kingdoms and glories'of this wotld, if you will take 
his ways ot deceit, wanity, and iniquity: and on the 
*orher hand, here are theſe calls from heaven tochuſe 
the way of truth and holineſs, and the promiſe there- 
"upon of all bleffings, both in this life, and that which 
4s*to cotne: and which wilt thou believe? which 
wilt'thou regard? As ſarely as God ſpeaks true, the 
way to'enjoy pvod days here, is to walk in the way of 
trath, -peace, and holineſs; and every ſoul which 
yields to the contrary inticements, practically de- 
'Vares, that Gods a liar, znd that the Devil is to be 
believed before him 1—Be aſtoniſhed, O Heavens, 
wt this"! What condu@ can be more abſurd, than 
for a' creature, who wants to enjoy the good things 
of the' Creator, to take a'courſe of contranety to him- 
'to obtain them ? And, in particular, for one that 
waits an agreeable companion, and'to get comfor- 
» tably ſettled in the world, to give hinfelf up to va- 
nity and iniquity then, even more than at other times. 
Solomon ſays, A prident "wife is from the Lord. Prov. 
'xix. 14. How then can any expe&'to obtain'fuch an 
'one in a'way'of diſregard to him ?* Thoſe who take 
ſuch*a courſe, do what they can, as it were, to con- 
ftrain the Divine Being to hedge up their away with 
thirns ; and \{trip'them of their emoyments, in order 
to 


Depart 


* This matter'is ſet in a'clear and ingenious light, in alit- 
tle rat, entitled, The advantages and diſaduantagts of the 
"Marriage Rate, as entertd into with religious or irreligious per- 
4% 's Tepreſonted "iinder "the fimilitude 'of "a \dream. By 
r, John Johnſon. Which has been printed both at Lon- 
don and Boflon. > i 


> J 
© bring them to a ri gbr {aſs of-ehings, BH £4, 


6 Or elle to er them have the waters &f a 
full _ and an increaſe in riches, for a little tHace, 
until they /iip inte deſtruftion in a moment, ang. 
conſumed with terrors. Pal. Ixxiii. 10, 12, 185: 
You would pity a ſlave, or-criminal, that was ok þ 
to labour all day to colle&t a, bed of thorns to lie down 
upon it at night ; or to gather a large quantity of 
fuel tor his own burning : Yet this is the ſinner's.©wn 
choice z whilſt he hardens his heart againſt God, 4nd 
abuſeth his goodneſs, he is pending his-life inxpaac 
ſuring up 52h. againſt the day of mae. Rom. ii.'4, 5. 
O ! how different-trom this, is the caſe of at old | 
pre rey-headed faint, who can appeal to: God»thasi he 
as been his truſt from bis youth, and that he has gpne 
in his ſtrength, and truſted in his righteouſneſs; -pn- 
ly. Pſal. Ixxi. 5, 16, 18. Ang can fay, when'the 
time of his departure is at hand, * F have fo 
ood fight, I have finiſhed my "courſe.---.: 
G Ms there is laid up for me a crown of Kip - 
* neſs, which the Lord the righteous judge ſhalt give 
© me in that day.” 2 Tim. iv. 6—8., This; :I8 A 
happineſs worth ſtriving for indeed ! 
And as every ſoul is purſuing afcex oct 
moſt of the chilJren of men take the way. that: co "> 
dire&ly from it ; therefore take a brief deſcrizt 
of a truly happy man, in the following lines, 
which I ſhall conclude. Is 
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1. 
E happy man is born of God ; 
, A penitent indeed : 


His ſoul is waſh'd in Jeſus* blood, 


And follows him with ſpeed, 


—— DST 


TILL | 


His mind is Ty by truth divine, 


His will is ruPd thereby ; - * 
And his affeftions therewith join 
In Iweeteſt harmony, 


III. 


Chriſt's yoke upon; his neck he Wears 


He yields his all to God : 
This empty world, with all its cares, 
Under his feet are trod: 


IV... 


His father's precepts he obeys, 


Still with a ready mind ; 
"And unto all his ſov*reign ways 
Lies chearfully reſign'd. * 


En 


His morning and his evening cries, 
Come up before the throne, 


*Perrum'd with Jeſus? ſacrifice, 


wi. 


In whom he truſts alone. 
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VL 

The great concern upon his mind 
Is how to honour God ; 


And for to benacht mankind, 
Upon this earthly clod. 


VIE. 
, This is the end for which he lives; 


| All other things look vain : 
This is the prize tor whick he ſtrives; * 
While life or breath remain: © - 


VIIL 


Humility his ſoul doth cloath, 
. Contentment fills his mind ;-* 
And he,within his heart doth loath 
All fin of every kind. 


IX. 


His tho'ts do often mount the ſky, 
And view the world above : 

He ſees the glorious bridegroom nigh, 
Which fires his heart with love. 


X. 


God is his portion and his guide 
Thro* this dark wilderneſs ; 
And when this fleſh is laid afide, 

His ſoul has endleſs reſt, 
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XI. 
And when the judge ſhall from his throne 


Paſs ſentence upon all, 
Hell riſe to dwell with th* HoLy Oxz, 
Free trom all fin and thrall, 


XII. 


O Lord of hoſts, unto my foul þ, 
Much of bis pleaſure grant | 

This is the all ;, this is the whole ; 
What elfe then can I want ! 
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